i0   SELECTIONS FROM FRO UDE'S SHORT STUDIES.
hornets were out.   Bulls of Bashan compassed the archbishop
round about."    The Earl of Cornwall's warning had reached
him, but "fight, not flight," was alone in his thoughts.    He,
too, was probably weary of the strife, and may have felt that
he would serve his cause more effectually by death than by  5
life.    On Christmas day he preached hi the cathedral on the
text " Peace to men of good will".    There was no peace, he
said, except to men of good will.    He spoke passionately of
the trials of the Church.    As he drew towards an end he
alluded to the possibility of his own martyrdom.    He could 10
scarcely articulate for tears.    The congregation were sobbing
round him.    Suddenly his face  altered, his tone changed.
Glowing with anger, with the fatal candles in front of him,
and in a voice of thunder, the solemn and the absurd strangely
blended in the overwhelming sense of his own wrongs, he 15
cursed the intruders into his churches; he cursed Sir Eanulf
de Broc; he cursed Eobert de Broe for cutting off his mule's
tail; he cursed by name several of the old king's most intimate
councillors who were at the court in Normandy.    At each
fierce imprecation he quenched a light, and dashed down a 20
candle.    "As he spoke," says the enthusiastic Herbert, re-
peating the figure under which he had described his master's
appearance at Northampton, " you saw the very beast of the
prophet's vision, with the face of a lion and the face of a
man."    He had drawn the spiritual sword, as he had sworn25
that he would.   So experienced a man of the world could not
have failed to foresee that he was provoking passions which
would no longer respect his office, and that no rising in Eng-
land would now be in time to save him.    He was in better
spirits, it was observed, after he had discharged his anathema. 30
The Christmas festival was held in the hall.    Asceticism was
a virtue which was never easy to him.    He indulged his
natural inclinations at all permitted times, and on this occa-
sion he ate and drank more copiously than usual.
The next day Becket received another warning that he was 35